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Preliminary observations by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to

freedom of opinion and expression, Mr. David Kaye at the end of his visit to Japan
(12-19 April, 2016) |

Tokyo (19 April 2016) ~ Ladies and Gentlemen,

I heard repeated concerns over longstanding restrictions imposed on political campaign
activities. The Government does not apply the restrictions on internet campaigning, which
is cbviously vital to increase the public's ability to access candidate information and
participate fully in political life.

However, the Public Office Election Act continues to Impose restrictions on regular
mmmuamﬂmmmmmmmmm'smmmmm
to repeal legislation tmposing unreasonable restrictions on political campaigning
particularly as they are premised on the idea of protecting public welfare, as they
undermine the right to freedom of expression and the right to take part in the conduct of

public affairs. Campaign regulation may be permitted, in particular to ensure an open space

in electoral process, but current restrictions appear unnecessary and disproportionate.
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